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with Hiram of Tyre, Tyrian bottoms
carried agricultural produce and
probably metal ores for David and
Solomon to ports from Egypt to
Tarsus; Phoenician shipwrights
built sea-going boats (ships of
Tarshish) for Israelite trade down
the Red Sea; and Phoenician
craftsmen were lent to Solomon
for the building of his temple and
his palace of cedar. After Solo-
mon's death disrupted Israel and
Judah, Israel remained on friendly
terms with Tyre, aud Ahab mar-
ried the Tyrian princess Jezebel in
the 9th century. It is probably to
this period that the westward ex-
pansion of the Phoenician cities
overseas should be dated ; colonies
appeared first in Cyprus, and then
came the first settlements on the
north African coast, Carthage and
Utica. Phoenician wares are found
in Sicily and Sardinia in the 7th
and 6th centuries, and Spain was
probably colonised from Carthage
not long after. It has come to be
thought that Greek tradition of
early Phoenician ships plying the
western Mediterranean and the
Atlantic seaboard is an anachron-
ism based on later conditions;
possibly the Greeks themselves
were the first to sail through the
Pillars of Hercules, the English
form of the ancient name for the
Straits of Gibraltar.

During the 9th century also, the
pressure of Assyrian westward ex-
pansion began to be felt in Syria
and on the coast.  Several cities
of Phoenicia joined independ-
ently in the great Aramaean-
Israelite   coalition   which
opposed Shalmaneser at Karkar
in 853 B.C. Tyre and Sidon paid
him heavy tribute, and he set
his name beside that of former
conquerors in the cliff above
the Dog river north of Beirut.
Subsequently   regaining   their
independence, Tyre and Sidon
flourished during the 8th cen-
tury until  Tiglath-pileser  III
renewed the attack.    Sargon
claimed   dominion   over
Philistia, Phoeni-
cia,   and   even
Cyprus, but was
forced to abandon
the siege of Tyre
in 722.

A general revolt
in  Sennacherib's
reign, in which
all the Phoeni-
cian cities joined
with   Hezekiah
of Judah,   was
ruthlessly quel-
led, and another
against  Esar-

haddon his son, led by Sidon, met
with no more success ; Sidon was
razed, and a new city, Fort Esar-
haddon, was built on the ravaged
territory and garrisoned by Chal-
daeans. King Baal of Tyre, faith-
ful this time to his allegiances was
rewarded by the Assyrians.

When Assyria fell, the cities of
Phoenicia found themselves forced
to pay tribute once more for the
privilege of being left in peace, this
time to Necho, pharaoh of Egypt,
but were soon forced to submit
instead to the victorious Nebu-
chadnezzar of Babylon. Tyre re-
sisted him for 13 years before it
succumbed to blockade In the
reigns of the later Neo-Baby Ionian
kings, Phoenicia was independent;
its armies probably aided Cyrus
the Persian, and readily submitted
to his son Cambyses.

Then for two hundred years
Phoenicia formed an autonomous

Phoenicia.   Reconstruction of the curious tomb at Amrit (Marathus), one of the
few surviving Phoenician monuments

province within one of the great
satrapies of the Persian empire,
providing the Persian kings with
the most efficient contingents of
their fleets. But in 351 Phoenicia
rebelled. Overwhelming armies
were poured into the province;
resistance was hopeless; but the
people of Sidon rather than sub-
mit chose to make a literal holo-
caust of the city when 40,000 of
the inhabitants are said to have
perished in the flames, 345. Eleven
years later, when Alexander the
Great invaded Persia, his move-
ments were greatly hampered by
the fact that his enemy had com-
mand of the sea, because the
Phoenician fleet still served the
Great King, though its loyalty
cannot have been deeply rooted.
But after Alexander had put
Darius to rout at the Issus, 333,
the cities of Phoenicia, with the
exception of Tyre, submitted to
the Macedonian.
Then ensued one of  the most
memorable sieges in classical his-
tory.    Tyre, on its island, had de-
fied Nebuchadnezzar for 13 years ;
now it defied Alexander.    It was
only by means of unprecedented
engineering  feats that the great
master of war was at last enabled
to   storm   the   fortress   after   an
heroic defence.    With the fall of
Tyre in  July,  332,  the separate
history of Phoenicia comes to an
end.      The   history   of   Greater
Phoenicia,    the    independent
Phoenician colonies, was to all
intents and purposes the history
of Carthage (q.v.).
RELIGION.  The deities of the
Phoenicians  are  known  from
two periods of their history:
from the Ugaritic tablets of the
2nd millennium B.C. found at
Ras Shamra, and from writers
of   the   Greco-Roman   period
who gave an account of the
religion at its latest stage.   The
Old Testament also makes fre-
quent reference to the Baals of
the  Canaanites,  and  it  has
become clear that the Phoeni-
cians of the coast
and the Canaan-
ites of the interior
shared    common
belief sand rituals,
and   greatly   in-
fluenced the cult
practices   of  the
Israelites also.
The high god
El and his con-
sort Asherah
(later Ashtoreth
or Astarte) are
probably depic-
ted in stelae